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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. Claim 21 specifically recites "a computer readable 
medium", however, there is no language in the instant specification that supports this 
limitation. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 7-9, 11, 14-16, 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fukami et al. (US 5,477,396). 
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6. Regarding claim 9, Fukami teaches an apparatus comprising: 

frequency dividing means for frequency-dividing a predetermined master clock 
for outputting a first clock frequency (Fig. 1 and col. 7, lines 14-27 of a first Sosc signal 
with frequency of 49.152MHz that is converted into a first 2Fs), and for frequency- 
dividing the predetermined master clock for outputting a second clock frequency (Fig. 1 
and col. 7, lines 14-27 of a first Sosc signal with frequency of 49.152MHz that is 
converted into a second Fs), the second clock frequency being different from the first 
clock frequency; 

determining means for determining an instruction provided by a user is a 
reproduction instruction or a recording instruction (Figs. 6, 9-1 1 and cols. 8-12 
thoroughly discusses the multiple instructions that can be chosen to record/reproduce 
mostly via Dcont control data); 

wherein when the instruction is a reproduction instruction (Fig. 6, reproducing 
options): 

control means for determining whether a signal to be reproduced from a 
first storage medium has a sampling frequency equal to the second clock 
frequency (Fig. 6 and cols. 8-12, in a situation where the multi recording is 
performed, the sampling frequency is set to 2Fs, however, during reproduction of 
the recorded content in a normal mode, the sampling frequency is necessary to 
be Fs); 

wherein when the sampling frequency is not equal to the second 
clock frequency (as discussed above): 
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the control means sets a frequency division ratio to generate a 
clock frequency equal to the sampling frequency; and clock selecting 
means for selecting the second clock frequency provided by the frequency 
dividing means based on the instruction provided by the user (As 
discussed above, when the reproduction is required to be in a normal 
mode, the 2Fs at which the signal is recorded needs to be divided to 
generate a sampling frequency of Fs. Fig. 1 shows that Fs can only be 
generated by dividing the 2Fs generated by the clock. Therefore the 
sampling frequency is matched to the Fs frequency required by the 
second clock frequency); 
converting means for converting the signal based on the second clock frequency 

(during reproduction the data read from the medium is output according to the 

frequency of Fs); 

wherein when the instruction is a recording instruction (Fig. 6, recording options): 
the control means selects the first clock frequency (Fig. 6, multi recording 

mode selects Fs frequency); 

converting means for converting the signal based on the first clock 

frequency (as discussed above, the data that is selected for a particular 

recording is stored on the DAT according to the frequency selected (i.e. 2Fs)); 

outputting means for outputting either the converted signal based on the first 
clock frequency or outputting the converted signal based on the second clock frequency 
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(cols. 8-12 teaches that after a multi recording mode is selected, the data is sent to the 
DAT via memory circuit 44). 

Regarding apparatus claims 7-8 and 11, it is noted that the limitations cited 
therein are broader and are encompassed by the limitations as discussed in claims 9 
above, and is therefore rejected as well. 

Method claims 14-16 and 18 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed by 
the apparatus claim 9 above. 

Computer-readable medium claim 21 is rejected for the same reasons as 
discussed in apparatus claim 9 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 10 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fukami et al. (US 5,477,396). 

9. Regarding claims 10 and 17, the claimed limitation recited performs neither the 
recording or the reproducing function, however, Fukami et al. fails to teach wherein 
received audio can be output without recording. It is well known and old in the art to be 
able to listen (and not record) data on DAT player/recorder, and therefore Official Notice 
is taken. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to listen to data on a DAT player/recorder into the system of Fukami et al. so 
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that the user is aware and cognizant of what is actually being recorded. It should also 
be noted that although Fukami teaches DAT player/recorder, the technology is closely 
and combinable with other prior art related to recording and reproducing video as well. 

10. Claims 12-13 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukami et al. (US 5,477,396) in view of McNeely et al. (US 
4,782,391). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 12-13 and 19-20, Fukami et al. teaches all the limitations as 
recited in claims 9 and 18 above, however, fails to particularly teach wherein the 
determining means determines a user instruction for a selected mode of display; the 
control means selecting first signals from the first memory medium displayed as a 
master screen; and selecting second signals from the second memory medium 
displayed as a slave screen, wherein the displaying means displays the selected first 
signals and selected second signals in a picture in picture mode and wherein the master 
and slave screens are switched with each other. 

In an analogous art, McNeely et al. teaches in col. 4, lines 34-44 of presenting a 
first signal as a full size image and also presenting a second signal as a reduced-sized 
small picture to be overlaid on top of the full size image as a choice to the user. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the ability to display two different signals so that the 
user can choose which one is desired for watching or listening. 



Conclusion 
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12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GELEK TOPGYAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8891 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am -5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gelek Topgyal/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



